
 

• Liz Podowski King, CED 

• Bridget Snover, CED 

• Peter Gillespie, Town of Westbrook 

• Tony Cozza, Town of Westbrook 

• Attendees were encouraged to provide feedback through several interactive exercises focusing on 

community resiliency assets and issues. The Project Team was available during this time to answer 

questions.  

• Approximately 50 people attended the event. 

Participants were asked to share community assets and issues related to historic flooding and erosion 

issues and current/future concerns. 
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THOUGHTS SHARED – COMMUNITY ASSETS AND ISSUES: 

• Flooding from marshes threatens coastal properties from behind more so than storm surges from 

the front 

• Large drainpipes empty into the Long Island Sound with no end cap protection threatening 

children and wildlife 

• Catch basins fill with sand and prevent water from draining resulting in heavy flooding during rain 

events 

• The breakwaters on Duck Island are crumbling and need attention 

• Frequent flooding on Old Mail Trail, Pilots Point entrance, Tarpon Ave, Dolphin Ave, and Striper 

Ave 

• Drainage issues at the railroad underpass and it is a school route. Sidewalks should be added  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

STORY AND IDEAS WALL  

Participants were asked to share a story about how flooding, erosion, and/or high winds have impacted 

them in addition to any ideas about how to improve the community’s ability to adapt to future sea level 

rise.  

THOUGHTS SHARED – STORY AND IDEA WALL: 

• Let the dunes form naturally in front of the beachfront properties instead of leveling them 

• Managed retreats in beachfront, flood-prone areas 

• Fine neighbors for cutting trees on the dunes 

• Funding for elevating homes 

• Shoreline armored protection 

• Build a wall that lines the marshes behind neighborhoods 

• Emergency warning indication system for tide and storm-related events 

• Dredge Patchogue River to increase depth so water has a place to go  

• Provide beach/dune grass to property owners (UCONN program used to provide subsidized 

beach grasses for restoration/erosion prevention) 

 


